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Estimate of Tudsh Strength
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Tehran and Vicinity. There is no additional evidence which would
necessitate revision of the estimate which placed Tudeh membership in
Tehran between 1,000 and 8,000. In fact, recent infomation would tend
to confirm the estimate of 8,000 members. Depending upo: the extent of
Government fraud in counting the votes, some indication of the number of
Tudeh=-front group affiliates, fellow travellers, and sympathizers in this
area may become known when the final returns are completed. In the
meantime the estimate of 30,000 adherents and fellow travellers should
remaln unchanged. ’

Provinces. Litile new concrete svidence concerning the Tudeh provincial
strength has been received. From election developnents to date the Party
has made a surprisingly poor showing in Curgan, Gilen, and liazanderan.
However, this fact does not reflect the paucity of Tudeh numbers so much
as the strength of National Front tactics which have prevented the Tudeh
from exercising its full strength. According to recent reports, the
Tudenh and Tudeh-front numerical strength in Kurdistan ( judging from pre-
election activity) is greater than expected. There is alsc some indica-
tion that the Kational Iront is concermsd as to the ludeh strength in
fbadan, where Party strength may be shown in support of the Ero-—Tudeh
candidate i1l Omid in the forthcoming election in this area. Indicative
of this is the possibility that Hoseyn Maldki may relinquish his Tehran
seat in the iiajlis (vhich is virtually assured) and run for office from
ILbadano

2. Ability of the Iranian Government to Control the Tudeh Party?

GTT

8.

Iranian security egencies are believed at present to be capable of resisting
successfully any attempt by the Tudeh to seize the Government by illegal
means or to cause large-scale internal disturbances. However, there has
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been sorme Tudeh penetration of the iArmy and Pollce, and possible future
deterioration of morale caused by delinquent selary payments will
undoubtedly tend to reduce the will and ability of the frmy to resist
Tudeh aggressiveness.

bo The lossadegh Government has exhibited exceptional and unexpected shrewd-
ness and firmess in neutralizing the well-organized Tudeh election
effort in Tehran and the provinces. As soon as the elections are completed,
it is expected that the lossadegh Government may be forcod to take a strong
stand against the Tudeh, in view of the fact that the latter will represei.t
the most significant and best organized opposition.

co The maintenance of strength necessary for the lossadegh Governnent to
, control the Tudeh depends upon whether or not:

1) the Government continues to receive tride-scale popular supgort in
‘the face of economic deterlorations :

2) the liational Front openly splits iuto antagonistic factions without
the unifying "gravitation pull® heretofore supplied Ly Dritish
opposition and by the forthcoming elections. {‘here is already a
najor split between lakii and Dr. Hozaffar Daghal, and a split between
Makld and Kashani is developing.) ‘

Tudeh Tactics

Baged upon current indications, 1% ls . iolieved +the Tudeh will inereasingly
concentrate upon attacking the American position and the llossadegh Government
in connection with Point IV, American Iilitary llissions, and possible settle~
ment of the oil question (even though the settleuent is favorable to Iran).
The Tudeh will 2also find other issues which will assist it in its attempt to
exploit current Iranian nationalism et the expense of Lwsgtern interests.
Tudeh~front organized demonstrators will probably continue, lénding their .
voice to this tactical line and attracting an increasing Party-front support.

Conclusions

8. In view of the election trend to date, there appeairs to be no possibility
that the Tudsh Party will gain a significant minority in the linjlis
through which it can vltimately selze power by parliamentary meanso

b. Under current conditions, the Tudeh is not capable of sta;ing a successful
coup d!état against the Central Government without ivmediate overt inter-
Vention of the Soviet Union in its support, or without indirect Soviet
support (such as arms, money, and so forth) on a scale which would be
tanbamount to overt intervention and could scarcely be concealeds.

L ]
¢s The future capability of the Tudeh to stage a coup depends upon the extent
and swiftness of Iranian economic deterioration and whether or not such
deterioration causes the breakdown of public administretion and security.

.de Rather than attenpt a coup, it would appear more logical for the Tudeh

Party to attempt further to veaken Lestern influence andto oppose attempts
by the Iranian Government to reach agreements uith the Wwest.

e, The Tudeh may atterpt to exploit splits and rivalries among leading
lational Frontists Ly causing defections (either clandestine or overt) to
the Party. This danger would be increased if iossaduegh should relinquish
the preniership by voluntary resiguation or Ly death, thereby causing a
scramble for power Ly leading National Frontists.
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f. The Government at present is capable of serdously injuring the Tudeh and

. sigpificantly reducing its potential by taking strong actlon against it,
such as the arrest of its hard core leaders. In fact, this is the only
way by which Tudeh progress and growth can be stermed quickly. Lhether
or not the Covernment will take such action is problematical and depends -
upon many factors, including the potency of Tudeh opposition to Hossadegh,
the endurance of popular support and the strength of the Government, and
the full comprehension by the Iranian Govermaent of the strength of the
Tudeh Party. It is believed that iiossadegh tends to overestimate the
extent to which his populerity is, in itself, a deterrent to the Tudeho

25X1 A25X1A 1, 'F_&o’mﬁn&, Ali Omid was arrested and sentenced to ten years'
solitary col ement, following the attenpt on the Shah's life in
February 1949. lle was released on bail in lMay 1951.
25X1C 2, | |
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